When Does God’s Day Begin?

The Bible quotations here are mainly from the Newg<lames version.

Recently, one of the emails | received challengatbelief that God’s Sabbath, and indeed all days i
God’s eyes, start at sunset. Its implication was éhday should be counted from one dawn to dusk.
Certain scriptures were used to ‘prove’ that aidape Bible, can also include the evening, beyond
sunset to make up the 24 hours eg. John 20:19's Ibek at that. “Then the same day at eveniraing
the first day of the week, when the doors were shhére the disciples were assembled for fear of the
Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, andusdadhithem, Peace be unto you.” At first glancs th
seems to imply that the time beyond sunset isqfdhte same day.

The word evening here is the Greek ‘opsios’, StsaBif98, “from 3796, late (as noun) afternoon (early
evening) or nightfall (later evening). Mark 1:32peeus to understand what the word ‘evening’ means.
The Greek here, in that verse reads “the eveningglmmme, when set the sun.”

So, we see that the word ‘evening’ in the New Trestat can mean part of the daylight up to and
including sunset. Certainly such verses cannotsed to prove that God’s day includes the later gark
— the following night.

The original challenge to our belief was backedypuotations from several Bible Dictionaries or
Encyclopaedias. For example Holman’s Bible Dictigna'Early on the Israelites counted the day from
morning till evening, or, counting the night in Weien, from one morning to the next.”

Actually the very first time God mentions the wdday” in the Bible provides the Bible definitiorf a
day, - Genesis 1.5, “God called the light Day, #reldarkness He called Nigl®o the evening and the
morning were the first day.”

So, the evening and the morning make up a dayjuebthe daylight part of the day, which, one would
think would be enough, but Holman'’s Bible Dictiopaontinues — “Because of the growing importance
of the rising moon for festival observance, thegr came to count the day from the evening, and ¢his i
the Jewish custom today.” Article Time, p.1347.

The suggestion here is that the Holy Days did wistérom Genesis chapter 1, but were only intraglic
at Sinai.

Now such reasoning implies that God allows changétis Laws, that such important laws like the 4
commandment about the Sabbath instituted in Ge@e3isan be changed. Does God make changes to
the 10 Commandments? Malachi 3:6or | amthe LORD, | do not change; therefore you are not
consumed, O sons of Jacob.” No.

God’s 10 commandments are immutable. Fixed. Eternal

What God established in Genesis 1 defines theniesmning of a day, including the Sabbath and we will
find that the rest of the chapters of the Biblefzamnthat, right up to the evidence provided byukes
Christ Himself four thousand years later!

Not only that, but we can clearly see from Gengdisat the sun and moon were to serve as signs to
determine God’s Holy Days and that some of thesdate¢he flood events coincide with days mentioned
in Leviticus 23, the Holy Days chapter. These mintlicate that the Holy Days picturing God'’s Plan
existed from Adam, as of course did God’s Lawsglbafore Sinai, - Genesis 26:5 : ‘because Abraham
obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandmewisstatutes, and My laws.’



Despite this verse many Bible writers imply tha traws of God were first given at Mount Sinai, as
indeed does Holman'’s Bible Dictionary.

So, lets get down to the Biblical evidence for titue start of God’s days. Regarding some points of
Hebrew grammar, we find this quotation in Fred @ats book ‘The Christian Passover’ : “When God
set the earth in rotation he did not choose torbagirking time with the rising of the sun at thstfi
dawn. Rather, He chose to begin counting fromitise gunset, so that the evening of the day pretede
the morning.”

“And the evening (geh’rev Strong’s 6153, sunsat) the morning (bohker 1242, sunrise) were the firs
day — Genesis 1.5, ‘God called the light Day, Hreddarkness He called Night. So the evening amd th
morning were the first day.’

The Hebrew actually says “And he was evening anddeedawn first day,” — a pretty clear Bible
definition of God’s day.

Coulter continues ‘[This] verse also states : “Abadd called the light Day, and the darkness he aalle
Night.” Some have interpreted the fact that “Dag/listed first as evidence that Day precedes Night.
However, the structure of the Hebrew text showstti@action of naming the Night was completed
before God named the Day. The Hebrew verb thaarslated “called” is imperfective in the first ok,
(showing ongoing action) but is perfective (showtognpleted action) in the second clause. The use of
the perfective form in the second clause confirinag the night had already been named when God
named the Day ..” . From Appendix A, “The ChristRassover” by Fred R. Coulter which continues ...”,
“ The English verb [here] is translated from thebkev hay-yah, 1961, a Qal stem in the imperfective
form ... prefaced with a consecutive waw [and], whilelscribes a series of consecutive events, so that
the Schocken Bible translates this verse “Thereaveetting, there was a dawning.”

So, when we understand the true meaning of Gehdsisom the Hebrew text, we find four distinct and
consecutive units of time set in motion by God:reng — night — morning — daylight. These periods
make up a Biblical day, as we read in the 7 Biblitzys of Genesis chapter one.

It is for that reason that we find the confirmingfidition of a day in Leviticus 23:32, “It shalelio you a
sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict ysuls;on the ninth day of the month at evening, from
evening to eveningou shall celebrate your Sabbath”

The Day of Atonement is the T@ay — verse 27 ‘Also on the terdhy of this seventh montthere shall
bea day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocatioto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, anteof
an offering made by fire unto the LORD.’

The Day of Atonement, the tenth day of tfenfonth, begins “in the ninth day of the month atret
Any mo&jern translation makes this clear. Verseeli2 us that we must celebrate it from evening ¢stin
on the 9.

New King James : “It shall be to you a Sabbathabé®n rest, and you shall afflict your souls; oe th
ninth day of the month at even [bah gehrev or k& ersunset], from evening to evening you shall
celebrate your Sabbath.

NIV: “It is a Sabbath of rest for you, and you mdeny yourselves. From the evening of the ninthafa
the month until the following evening you are tsetve your Sabbath.” That too could hardly pre\ad
plainer definition of one day!

The reason why Atonement gets such a specificucstn from God is found in verse 30. No other Holy
Day carries such a serious warning from God, bud’&mstructions about Atonement leave no doubt
whatsoever that all days begin and end at sun@etyiag a period of 24 hours — not 12 hours.



Let’s remember from Genesis 1 that the “two griggits” God made, were to act as signs to determine
God’s Holy Days — verse 14. Then God said, “LetaHee lights in the firmament of the heavens to
divide the day from the night; and let them bedigins and seasons, and for days and years.”

NIV: “and let them serve as signs to mark seds¢moed, 4150- an appointed assembly]. Several
times | have watched the moon appear over Jerusademafter sunset, and one Holy Day — the Feast of
Trumpets (Leviticus 23:24), starts with the sigbtof the first crescent of a new moon in Israetause

it occurs on the first day of the seventh monthl tren progresses West around the world, as do all
God’s days, after starting at Jerusalem, (Isaidh 2:

Those who suggest day only starts at dawn wouleé haexplain a delay of twelve hours or so after
God’s sign has been provided!

Another key to understanding when God begins Hys d&found in the Biblical term “evening”
Confusion has arisen over this word, which, intebrew is found to be two separate and distinohser
both of which the King James translates “evenifgjiis is then compounded by the fact that Strong’s
only lists one of the Hebrew words and omits theepaltogether. Strongs mentions only “ereb” and
makes no mention of “ben ha arbayim” which is oftemslated evening, though they have quite
different meanings.

“Ereb” means sunset. It marks the end of one day adso the start of the next. In its first biblica
appearance ereb marks the “opening of a day”: “thecdveningand the morning were the first day”
(genesis 1:5 — Strongs no 6153).

However in Exodus 12 for example, we find both veouded. First we see ‘ben ha arbayim’ used in verse
6. Note the marginal note in the King James, “leefmvthe two evenings”. Modern translations use the
term “dusk” or “twilight”, for ben ha arbayim (whicis mentioned here as ‘evening’) because it dessri
the period after sunset, but before dark.

Next in verse 18 we see the term ‘ereb’ translétedn” which of course is the more specific time of
sunset, which lasts only a few minutes from thetsuiching the horizon.

The difference is important because ‘ereb’ endshkagins the day and ben ha arbayim is the firdtqfar
the next.

This point is well illustrated in Exodus 16. Herethis chapter God is teaching the people that thest
rest on the Sabbath. His use of the two differemhs for “even” here reveals their true meaningyels
as the time of the end of the Sabbath and thediténe next day.

We can tell from verse 13 and then verses 22 artid&350d is here speaking to Moses on the Sabbath
day (verse 4).

Verse 13 — the quails come and next dawn mannaegpEhat was on thé'Hay of the week because
Verse 22 on the'Bday (Friday) there was twice as much because

Verse 23  next day was the Sabbath once again.

The Sabbath was to be a test to see if they wdadg.d/erses 6,8 and 13 include the word ‘ereb’ bsea
God would wait until after sunset before bringihg luails, and at ‘even’ verse 12 [twilight, ben ha
arbayim] in the New King James, the Israelites daaitch, kill and eat flesh, while the next morning
(Sunday) they would find manna for the first time.

This lesson from God is clear. ‘Rest on the Sahlkatt after sunset | will reward you with meat &b e
you may then chase, capture, kill and cook thelgiaithe Sabbath is over.” So that shaws end of
the Sabbath.



Also, one verse in the book of Nehemiah makesstart of the Sabbath very clear: Nehemiah 13:19,
“So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as it bemae dark before the Sabbath, that | commanded the
gates to be shut, and charged that they must nopdreed till after the Sabbath. Then | posted soime
my servants at the gates, so that no burdens vibeulitought in on the Sabbath day.”

The Hebrew says : “And he waswhen they became shadowed gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath
then | ordered ...”

The NIV says :"When evening shadows fell on theegatf Jerusalem before the Sabbatth ...”

ESV: As soon as it began to grow dark at the gaftdsrusalem before the Sabbath,...”

Why did Nehemiah close the gates when the raylseo$etting sun fell on them, obviously before stihse
Because at that point the Sabbath was about to ld&arcould have waited well into “ben ha arbayim”,
twilight, just as easily, but that would have infred upon the holy Sabbath day, which starts redesu
God has included this verse to make the start sfddys plain!

Finally lets look at Passover and the example sfig€hrist.

In God’s instructions about Passover in ExodugHe)sraelites were told to keep their lambs “uplun
the fourteenth day ...and kill it at twilight. Whepes twilight occur on the fourteenth, bearing imahi
that twilight occurs AFTER sunset? At the eatligart of the 14, hence tintil the fourteenth day
.[arrives],” implying at the very start of the'li4

Now lets look at the actual fourteenth day whemg&hrist was crucified. The Jews traditionally mad
sure that they removed all leaven from their homethe end of the 13 so that by the T4they were
unleavened. Jesus had been in Bethany, and aslkedvdmwn the path past the houses at the topeof th
Mount of Olives, sunset arrived and Mark 14:12stels something not readily apparent in the King
James but evident from the original Greek. “Nowtlom first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed
the Passovdamb, His disciples said to Him, “Where do you wantogb and prepare, that you may eat
the Passover?”

The margin provides a clue, where there is a refexning to the sacrifice of the paschal lambs. The
Greek verb “killed” here is ethuon, in the impetfeanse, - an action still going on. The localseneist
starting to kill their paschal lambs, because #iHad arrived at sunset. This verse should be atet|
“while they were killing” rather than “when theylled’, as the disciples were prompted to then askst
wherethey would eat the passover? This was not the firstaddlge Feast of Unleavened Bread, as this
verse suggests in the King James. The Jews hagshemoved all leaven from their houses by the end
of the 13" so the 1% was the “first of the unleaveneds”. Neither thengstic sacrifices nor the temple
sacrifices ever took place on thé"L.8he Feast of Unleavened Bread. Half the Jewd &elomestic
Passover and killed their lambs at home at thenpég of the 1%, while the rest took their lambs to the
Temple to be killed next afternoon, still thé™.4

If the fourteenth day only started at dawn, as sonstakenly believe, then Jesus sinned by eatiag th
Passover at the wrong time — a ludicrous suggestion

In Luke 22:18, Christ tells them where they shdiglol and prepare us the Passover, that we may eat.”
Time and again in this chapter Christ mentions thistmeal he will eat that evening with his disegpis
the Passover.

verse 8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Gprapare us the passover, that we may eat.

verse 11 And ye shall say unto the goodman ohthese, The Master saith unto thee, Where is thstgu
chamber, where | shall eat the passover with ngijles?

verse 13 And they went, and found as he hadwdmthem: and they made ready the passover.
verse 15 And he said unto them, With desire | ldegred to eat this passover with you before fesuf



To deny Christ’s clear and repeated words here éehy our Saviour, but our main point is that &thri
shows that this day (twilight at the start of t#lwas already the 4 the day upon which he knew He
would die, aour Passover lamb, which the day pictures.

Our Saviour was simply following the instructionsen in Exodus 12:6, which we have read. It had to
be the 14 that evening, for Christ never sinned and heteessover then with His disciples, proving
without any doubt that the fourteenth day startesliaset, as do ALL days!

No further evidence could improve upon this witnigesn our Saviour. God’s days start and end ateduns
and always have, from Genesis chapter one verse fatter what some may say. To think otherwise is
to deny the words and example of the one who hasdsas by His loving sacrifice, Jesus Christ our
Saviour!

Finally lets return to Genesis 1 & 2. Read Strodefénition of ‘day’, no. 3117, Hebrew ‘yowm’ séah

(6) and all (7). In six days God made all, buteddsbr us on the seventh (2:1-3), and so blessed th
Sabbath and hallowed it. God had no need to restglbalf of each 24 hours, for He needs no slsep,
when it says “And the evening and the morning viieeeT' day (2¢, 39, etc in later verses) it refers to
the whole 24 hours. It follows then that God restedhe same period of time during tH& day, that the
whole of the 7th 24 hour period was sanctified amdecame our Sabbath day.

When we put all of the scriptures together thebetomes clear that we have a 24 hour Sabbathdbkat
always started at sunset.

If this subject has seemed complicated and diffimulinderstand, just follow the example of Jesus
Christ, who showed by keeping the passover theiegdiefore He died, that the Feast of Passoverrbega
at sunset — the start of the fourteenth day upaochwie would die, just as all God’s Holy Days, Saibis
and weekly days start. (1 Peter 2:21)



